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Lilia Oliver

The main purpose of this article is to 

present a brief advance of a broader 

work that compares and analyzes the de-

mographic crisis that devastated Mexico 

City and Guadalajara during the first 

half of the 19th century from an inter-

disciplinary approach that integrates 

demographic, epidemiological and social 

analysis. The author advances some con-

clusions based on demographic analysis, 

including the application of Jacques 

Dupâquier’s index made in Montreal 

in 1975, to measure the intensity and 

impact of demographic crisis on the 

populations of the past, as well as to 

show short-term effects of the 1813-1814 

typhus epidemic on secular tendencies 

of marriages and baptisms in Guadala-

jara, using the local parochial registers 

as sources.

Guillermo Zermeño

The contemporary view of history as a 

scientific activity grew out of an histori-

cal process in which it was constituted 

as an autonomous discipline capable of 

producing new knowledge of the past. 

One way of understanding this peculia-

rity consists of subjecting it to historical 

analysis. In this way we may observe the 

conditions that made possible its emer-

gence, as well as the particular elements 

that may have intervened in creating the 

emblematic image of what is expected 

of the historian´s work. The hypothesis 

developed here is that this manner of 

establishing the relations between past 

and present was basically forged in the 

nineteenth century. 

The emergence of a history-science 

during the 19th century is often as-

sociated with Leopold von Ranke. This 

occurred at a time when the only know-

ledge considered necessary and uni-

versal was that of the natural sciences. 

Furthermore, the establishment of a his-

torical science in the tradition of Ranke 

is considered to have occurred in Mexico 
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between 1910 and 1960. A scientific his-

toriography, in this sense, is seen as an 

achievement of the Mexican revolution 

in the general area of modern scientific 

culture. In contrast, this article argues 

that the origins of a modern Mexican 

historiography date to the second half of 

the 19th century, and offers several lines 

of inquiry for understanding its evolution 

up until the present.

Roberto Di Stefano

This article questions the pertinence 

of the Church concept in the study of 

the Latin American colonial period and 

the early 19th century. Colonial religious  

institutions lacked enough autonomy 

from society and the capability to es-

tablish and pursue their own goals. 

Moreover, there was no single decision-

making center. This article states that 

the Government and the Church are 

not two timeless entities, but a result 

of historically determined construction 

processes. These processes are not only 

contemporary, but also indivisible: the 

Government could only take shape as 

long as it was able to restrict religious 

institutions and practices to an area that, 

in consequence, had to be created. The 

formation process of the Church would 

then belong to the 19th century and, 

rather significantly, be a consequence of 

the secularization process.

Thomas Calvo

The different pledges in Ferdinand VI’s 

honour throughout the Empire were a 

key moment. After almost half a century, 

had the Bourbon ideology (absolutist, 

secularist) been totally assimilated? Had 

the Century of Lights modified the tra-

ditional, symbolic message, expressed 

trough the pledges of the Hapsburg era? 

The 1747 pledge in Guadalajara offers 

some answers to these questions, and  

others. Considering that Mota Padilla was 

on of those responsible for this pledge, 

to what extent did the localist mes-

sage not fit the imperial ceremony? In 

particular, many aspects of the relation 

permit a closer reading of public reac-

tion, allowing the reader to measure and 

differentiate the effects of that multi-

plicity of messages, between ritual and 

celebration.

Antonella Romano

The paper is focused on the first ex-

perience the Jesuits dedicated to the 

“transfer” in Mexico of the European 

mathematical science. A textbook of the 

Sicilian mathematician Maurolico, writ-

ten and published in Venice a few years 

before, the De Sphera is printed in the 

city of Mexico during the first decade of 

the Society’s settlement in New Spain. 

By focusing on the context of produc-

tion, the logics of the decision and its 

actors, it addresses, at the local level, 
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the intellectual apostolate the Society of 

Jesus was involved at a worldly scale. 

It highlights and puts in discussion the 

“scientific politics” developed by the 

Society of Jesus within the missionary 

enterprise. The issue of the paper is 

not only an erudite and technical analy-

sis dealing with history of printing in 

Renaissance Mexico, but a reflection 

on the possible contradiction between  

science and religion within the missiona- 

ry enterprise.

 

Zuzana Pick

This article is part of a larger project 

on the construction of the image of the 

Revolution and the convergence of cine-

ma and other visuals arts in Mexican and 

foreign films. To comment on the sources 

and meanings of the imagery of the “Ma-

guey” episode in Sergei M. Eisenstein’s 

Que Viva Mexico! (1931-32) offers an 

opportunity to untangle the complex pro-

cesses of cultural exchange and debates 

around Mexicanidad. The extant footage, 

production stills, frame enlargements 

and the Soviet director’s drawings de-

monstrate to what extent this unfinished 

project is symptomatic of the complex 

and diverse ways in which images of 

Mexico and the Mexican revolution were 

constructed and negotiated in the post-

revolution period, by Mexicans and foreig- 

ners alike.


