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Pierre-Antoine Fabre

This article seeks to expose what is of-

ten called “the history of spirituality” to 

the advances, methods, and horizon of 

the social sciences. It also attempts to 

question this grand historical tradition 

through confrontation with the social 

sciences. However, this confrontation 

takes the form of a deconstruction of the 

object itself, which is conditioned by four 

distinct relations: 1) the relation between 

experience and discourse; 2) the relation 

between discourse and the articulation 

of a relation; 3) the correspondence 

between an articulated relation and the 

construction of a social bond; 4) and the 

relation between the constitution of this 

bond and the possible modalities of a 

history of the modern era from the point 

of view of religious practice and the dis-

courses tied to such practice.

Guillaume Gaudin

Two actors of Spanish American history 

in the modern period allow us to con-

sider the representations of space in the 

Iberian world. In the sixteenth century, 

Geronimo de Bibar, companion of Pedro 

de Valdivia, gives in his chronicle a pre-

cisely described vision of Chile. His tale, 

based on personal observation, builds on 

European cultural referents culled from 

the medieval imaginary. The Chilean 

landscape is as coded as it is imagined: it 

is invented. In the seventeenth century, a 

Consejo de Indias official, Juan Diez de la 

Calle, offers a very different description 

of space in the Iberian world: imperial, 

bureaucratic, and metropolitan. This mid-

level officer spent his career compiling 

a list of all the Crown administrators in 

the Indies. The comparison of these two 

spatial representations outlines a new 

approach to the history of the Spanish 

empire.
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Rosalía Aguilar Zamora 

y José Tomás Falcón Gutiérrez

This article examines the Bajio region 

along and old Camino Real de Tierra 

Adentro in northern Michoacan and the 

Lerma river basin. It attempts to show 

how the need to supply the novohispanic 

north and to consolidate the frontier, led 

to the establishment of a string of Indian 

villages and Spanish towns, founded sub-

sequent to the Chichimeca pacification at 

the end of the sixteenth century. In this 

context the Bajio´s urban and rural infra-

structure expanded to satisfy the agricul-

tural and livestock needs of the network 

of towns located along this highway.

Rodolfo Aguirre

After almost two centuries in which 

Indians were rejected for the priest-

hood, toward the end of the seventeenth 

century, propitious conditions emerged 

for the descendants of the indigenous 

nobility to finally accede to the Church. 

Carlos II established channels for the 

children of the caciques to gain access 

to primary schools, the university and 

administrative office, spaces that were 

historically restricted for the Spaniards. 

The beneficiaries of this policy soon 

found their voice: first timidly, but as the 

eighteenth century unfolded, more and 

more Indians demanded scholarships for 

school, university degrees, and sacred 

orders in the Church with the purpose 

of acceding to the priesthood. Although 

their achievements were modest in com-

parison with those of the Spanish clergy-

men, their entrance to the secular clergy 

was irreversible.

Romina Martínez

This article explores the characteristics of 

the variety shows that were presented in 

the “carpas” (popular theaters) in the city 

of Guadalajara between the 1920s and 

1940s. My interest is to analyze Guadala-

jara culture through these popular forms 

of expression, and I argue that one of the 

main characteristics is its conservatism. 

A second aspect of my argument is that 

the government had a clear intention to 

promote a nationalist and homogenized 

culture during this period, as well as the 

«education for the people» based in revo-

lutionary principles. It attempted to avoid 

what it considered immoral shows in the 

carpas, such as those presented in the 

Carpa Obrero. The article also focuses on 

a further aspect of this phenomenon, the 

Carpa Noriega, in which religious shows 

were staged.  

Robert Curley

The selection of photographs that accom-

panies this article covers a wide range 

of themes and compositional forms that 

represent distinct moments and essays 
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in the interpretive life of the artist. The 

photographs were taken at Xochimilco, 

Calixtlahuaca, the Mil Cumbres Sierra, 

the old Guadalajara-Tepic highway, 

Juchitan, Tehuantepec, and Bonampak. 

The history and art of Manuel Alvarez 

Bravo is invariably connected to the 

1910 revolution and the great themes of 

Mexico’s passage through the twentieth 

century: the land, Mexico’s Indian popu-

lation, rural life, the muralist movement, 

and Mexico’s entry in modernity. Finally, 

the metaphor of the pilgrim comes from 

Alvarez Bravo’s own work, and provides 

a link to some of the basic characteristics 

of his life’s work.


